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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 087304 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, UK, BY, MY 

SUBJECT: UN BRUNEI CONSTITUTIONAL DIALOGUE 

REF: KUALA LUMPUR 2577 

1 . UK WASH EMBASSY AT ITS INITIATIVE BRIEEED DEPT OEEICERS 
RECENTLY ON CURRENT STATE OE PLAY UK BRUNEI NEGOTIATIONS 
PROVIDING LESS DETAIL BUT SUBSTANTIALLY SAME THRUST AS 
REFTEL. 

2. GENERAL IMPRESSION IS THAT WHILE UK DESIRES TO DO 
DECENT THING RE BRUNEI, THEIR PATIENCE IS RUNNING DOWN. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 087304 

WE UNDERSTAND QUEEN'S LETTER MAY BE PRESENTED TO SULTAN 
DURING EIRST WEEK OF APRIL.IF RESPONSE IS NOT EORTHCOMING 
WITHIN SEVEN DAYS ALTER DELIVERY, THEREBY INDICATING A 
"SINCERE DESIRE" BY SULTAN AND SIR OMAR TO ENTER INTO 
MEANINGEUL DISCUSSIONS EOR TREATY REVISION, EMB REP 
CLAIMS UK WILL IMMEIDATELY ANNOUNCE WITHDRAWAL OE GURKAS. 
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3. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT FROM BRITISH VIEWPOINT, NEW 
TREATY WILL INSIST ON BRUNEI ACCEPTING SUBSTANTIALLY MORE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONDUCT OF ITS FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
ALTHOUGH BRITISH WOULD BE WILLING TO ACT ON BEHALF OF 
BRUNEI WHERE IT DOES NOT HAVE REPRESENTATION. EXEQUATURS 

FOR INSTANCE WOULD BE ISSUED FROM BRUNEI, NOT LONDON 
AS HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN SITUATION. 

4. BRITISH REMAIN CONCERNED THAT SIR OMAR AND SULTAN 
STILL DO NOT APPRECIATE FIRMNESS OF BRITISH POSITION 

AND MAY ATTEMPT TO PROLONG DISCUSSIONS. THEY HAVE BEEN 
IN CONTACT WITH SULTAN'S LONDON BASED LAWYER AND CON- 
STITUTIONAL ADVISOR AND HAVE ADMONISHED HIM TO MAKE 
KNOWN TO SULTAN AND SIR OMAR THE SERIOUSNESS OF SITUA- 
TION IF BRUNEI IS NOT RESPONSIVE TO UK DEMAND FOR 
SERIOUS TALKS. UK INITIATIVE HERE IS PROBABLY PART OF 
SAME EFFORT - PARTICULARLY FOLLOWING RECENT VISITS OF 
EMB KL DCM OR DEPT OFFICER TO BRUNEI. VANCE 
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